
 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

March 7, 2016 

 

 

To the Honorable Members of the Education Committee: 

 

 

I am unable to attend the public hearing regarding HB 5554, “An Act 

Concerning Regional Education”, but submit this testimony to request 

you amend this bill to include language that will allow the legislative 

bodies of member towns to initiate and conduct binding studies that 

will address the composition and structure of regional school districts 

that serve the educational needs of the students while also keeping 

the financial viability of our towns intact, to wit:  “That part III of 

chapter 164 of the general statutes be amended to permit the 

legislative bodies of member towns of a regional school district to 

participate in the process of determining the composition and 

structure of the regional school district.”    

 

 

It is no secret that the population of Connecticut continues to decline.  

Scotland, Hampton, and Chaplin engaged Milone and MacBroom, Inc. 

to conduct a comprehensive enrollment study and facilities analysis for 

our regional district in 2014.  This study showed the dramatic decline 

in student population and the underutilized facility space due to that 

declined enrollment.  It was the findings of this study that 

recommended changes to our current structure, but current Boards of 

Education have been unwilling to act on those recommendations, and 

the towns are confined by those actions.  
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The aging population will not be able to sustain tax increases 

indefinitely and our children deserve equitable educational 

opportunities; we have already conducted a study, as proposed by this 

very bill for the Department of Administrative Services to consider 

facility space before awarding construction grants, and are ready to act 

on the findings of that study.  All we ask is the legislature to consider 

and act on language that will allow this to happen.  The continued 

expense to our towns is unjustifiable.  Our study could serve as a 

template for the very proposal your making in HB 5554.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would be willing to share the results of this study with the 

committee or discuss our plight in further detail, but implore you to 

allow us, as the administrative body of our towns, to act on a study 

that has already been conducted and has clear guidance for the 

sustainability of our towns.   

 

 

 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

Daniel D. Syme, First Selectman 

Town of Scotland 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cc:  Allan Cahill, First Selectman, Hampton 

Matthew Cunningham, First Selectman, Chaplin 

Douglas Dubitsky, State Representative 
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